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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – November 4, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert 
Goodrich, Roberta Visser, Jane Johnson and Linda Hunt.  
 
ABSENT  
None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Director of Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of October 7, 2019.  
 

There was a motion by Hunt to approve the minutes of meeting of October 7, 2019. There was a second 
to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Police Station Boundary Adjustment 
Bachler spoke about RSA 41-14a which has to do with acquiring or eliminating property and requires approvals 
from a variety of public entities including the Conservation Commission. Bachler spoke about the need to clean up 
the property line between the Swanzey Police Department and the adjacent property at 28 Eaton Road. With the 
adjustment, some land will be conveyed to the neighboring property owner; there is an existing wooden fence on 
the proposed property line. The new property line will be normalized to the improvements completed by the 
neighboring property owner. The total property being adjusted is 1196 square feet. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson that the Conservation Commission has no objection to the boundary line 
adjustment at the Swanzey Police Station on Eaton Road, second by Visser, and all were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Wetlands permit application– 43 Forbush Lane 
Discussion was held regarding application for wetlands expedited permit for 43 Forbush Lane. The applicant needs 
to access 315 sq. ft to access the rear of the lot. Bachler said he did inform the owner of the property that the 
Conservation Commission wished to have someone to answer questions by the members. Bachler said there was 
no response from the applicant and the applicant does not need Conservation Commission approval unless it is an 
expedited permit being requested. The members agreed by consensus to take no action on the application due to 
lack of representation by the applicant. 
 
Scrap-It Site 



 
 

 
Town of Swanzey Conservation Commission  Draft Minutes 
November 4, 2019 
Page 2 of 4 
 

Johnson spoke about the amount of junk at the site which is within the Town of Marlborough and she offered to 
write a letter to the Selectmen, the Planning Board and the Conservation Commission expressing dismay at the 
level of materials that are within sight. 
 
Airport Issue 
Visser spoke about the Dillant-Hopkins Airport and concerns with possible pollution to the aquifer beneath the 
airport by development. Bachler explained that any new development at the airport would necessitate application 
to the Town of Swanzey and therefore review of activity that might be polluting. Bachler said the City of Keene 
has an airport development committee and public meetings are held. He said staff members attend these 
meetings. He said they want to be pro-active so if there are plans pending, Swanzey is involved. Visser expressed 
concern and Smith suggested that Visser attend some of the meetings. Bachler said he would email Visser a 
contact so she can receive the agenda and the date of the next meeting from that person. Johnson also noted that 
the committee meeting date and times would be available on the City of Keene website. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for any public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS cont’d 
Mt. Cresson Forestry Management Plan 
Smith provided a copy of the final plan from Meadowsend with changes included recommended by the 
Conservation Commission. He said he would like to make some copies and asked for agreement to spend about 
$200 for reprints. One copy could be left at Town Hall and another at the Mt. Caesar Union Library. 
 

Motion was made by Hunt to expend $200 for reprints of the Mt. Cresson Forestry Management Plan, 
second by Goodrich and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
There was discussion about boundary maintenance offered by Meadowsend – not-to-exceed $600. Trail 
maintenance – clean up, removal of downed trees and other activity at not-to-exceed $400. It was noted that 
Steve Stepenuck blazed the trail but not the boundary. The Commission took no action at this time. 
 
Meadowsend Forestry Management Plan Invoice 
Meadowsend invoice $2,387.28 - Invoice# 10-1001, dated 10/18/2019, was passed out.  
 

Motion was made by Hunt to pay the invoice from Meadowsend for $2,387.28 for completion of the 
forestry management plan for Mt. Cresson since we are in receipt of the plan, seconded by Johnson, all 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Smith pointed out that the Conservation Commission (Cresson Forest Accounts) has $16,326.93 in it which could 
be used for conservation efforts.  Hunt said it makes sense to use these funds to pay the invoice. The members 
agreed by consensus. 
 
Smith said he sent the Forestry Plan to the Conservation Land Stewardship Program, Stewardship Specialist 
Amanda Hollenbeck and she did not have any concerns adding that the top priority objectives are in line with 
conservation values. Hunt asked if the Commission could reimburse itself the $600 deposit made for the 
Meadowsend Forestry Management Plan. Discussion continued about how that would be a transfer of the funds 
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from one Conservation Commission account to another and it was decided the question could be posed to 
Finance Director Lounder for how that would be done. 
 
NHACC Wildlife NH Conservation Commission Survey 
The members agreed on responses to the survey online from the University of New Hampshire. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
NHCC 2019 Achievements – Info 
Smith passed out an annual report of actions by the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions. 
 
Moosewood Ecological – FIELD WORK STATUS 
Smith said he didn’t have an update, but the completed Natural Resources Inventory is expected in December. 
 
Annual Inspections – Land Stewardship Program 
Smith said he spoke to Bob McKelvey in regard to helping out with land stewardship inspections. McKelvey said 
he is planning on doing the inspections and writing the reports. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Barry Conservation 4-H Camp 
Discussion was held regarding the possibility of sending a camper sponsored by UNH Cooperative Extension 
service or making a donation. Need a name before March 15, 2020. Johnson said she will contact Mike Morrison 
in regard to finding an appropriate name. Johnson said she would be working on it to meet the February 3th date 
to hold a spot. 
 

Motion was made by Johnson to expend up to $510 for a full week of Barry Conservation 4-H Camp in 
2020, second by Visser, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Master Plan Update 
Smith passed out an announcement about a meeting planned for the update to the Master Plan suggesting 
members attend if possible. 
 
Carpenter Home Update 
There was a discussion about the amount of work done by the Ad Hoc committee that is working on possible uses 
for the future of the Carpenter Home. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the report for January to August 2019 in the amount of $8,268.23 
 
Wetlands Fees Update 
Smith passed out information regarding fees for wetlands applications. 
 
Property Values 
Smith passed out a press release regarding the update of property values in Swanzey. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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There was a motion by Hunt to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


